
Dear Christian Friends, 
 
Does the world seem bleak to you this year?  I have to admit that it does to me.  The trees 
are bare, the days have been dreary, and there is no snow on the ground (I’m not 
complaining about that but I think it adds to the bleakness).  My daughter is still healing 
from a car accident a year ago.  My wife is not with me right now but in Arizona, helping her 
mother make a move that her mother does not want to make.  I don’t like watching the 
nightly news because of the terror shown there.  The political scene holds little promise of 
improvement.  I know the burdens carried by many of my fellow believers.  There is 
brokenness in families, relationships, and hearts.   
 
All of that could make us feel like captives…captives to fear, to worry, to despair, to sin.  Is 
your heart sighing like mine:  “Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel”?   
 
Tonight we will hear how this world became so bleak, how our first parents and all of us fell 
into sin and our relationship with our Creator-God, our heavenly Father, was broken.  But 
we will also hear our Savior-God’s promises…prophecy after prophecy…of how he would 
send his one and only Son to be our Savior from sin, death, and the devil.   
 
By God’s grace, you and I know that those prophecies have all been fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ.  So, tonight we sing, “Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel has come!”  We wonder over a 
God in heaven who should love his creatures so much that he would clothe himself in flesh 
and lie helpless in a manger.  Our hearts swell and the gloomy clouds disperse.  Living as 
exiles in this sinful world, you and I boldly proclaim that Emmanuel, God with us, lived, 
died, rose, and ascended.  Jesus has closed the path to eternal misery.  Our sins are 
forgiven.  Our broken relationship with God is repaired.  We are free! 
 
Tonight, the seventh and eighth grade boys and I get to say along with the prophet Isaiah:   
 
The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 
because the LORD has anointed me  
to preach good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim freedom for the captives  
and release from darkness for the prisoners,    
to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor  
and the day of vengeance of our God, 
to comfort all who mourn (Isaiah 61:1-2)  NIV84. 
 
 


